Jack Blyth’s West Coast Tour
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Jack’s fabric saloon (extreme right) lined up with younger friends at Victoria Square


After Jack Blyth’s successful New Zealand South Island tour in April last year he was keen to tackle another long tour to confirm the car’s reliability, so decided to join the annual Christmas tour undertaken by the Morris 8 Tourer Club of New Zealand of which Jack has been a member for many years.  This club caters for all Morris 8’s including a few post war Minors.


Each year the club organises an eight-day event, commencing Boxing Day and alternating each year from North to South Islands, this year’s tour being based at Westport, a coal exporting town in the Buller district on the West Coast of the South Island.


Most of the 22 cars taking part travelled from Christchurch on the East Coast but about eight cars came from other parts of New Zealand including four from the Auckland area.


Boxing Day dawned fine, so Jack and friend Val set off about 9.30 a.m. from Christchurch and journeyed over the Northern route to Westport while most of the other cars chose the more scenic but more rugged Southern route.  This Northern route took them past Hanmer Thermal Resort, but there was no time for a swim.  Then over the long steep and winding Lewis Pass through beautiful native forests to the gold and coal mining region of the Buller district and finally to the motel at Carters Beach just out of the town.  The trip took seven hours, double the time a modern takes, so bums were quite sore by days end.  No car problems but the engine running a bit rough.


Next day, there was a free morning so after a small adjustment to the distributor timing and a test run the car ran smoothly again.  After lunch all cars gathered at the local sports field for a group photograph (above).  It is quite amazing that from 22 Morris 8’s or similar there were about 16 different body shapes.


During the next six days there were a number of organised scenic runs including a 70-mile trip north along the coast to Oparara which is the end of the road and the start of the famous Heaphy track - 5 day walk to Collingwood in Golden Bay.  Another big trip went south to the Grey River and Greymouth, another coal port then on to Shantytown - a replica of an 1800 mining town with bush railway and gold panning.  Other trips were shorter including a 3-hour visit for the men to New Zealand’s largest cement works, a close up view of the local seal colony and field trials at a popular beach resort.


The tour ended with a dinner and prize giving at a local hotel where Jack received the prize for the oldest car at the rally (by about 6 years).  All cars travelled the same route over the Lewis Pass back to the East Coast in a sweltering 35 to 40 degree Celsius scorcher.


Planned modifications to the car include replacing the springs in the seats with foam rubber, investigating fitting hydraulic brakes, possibly Morris 8, and checking out Series E shocks.


Once again the car performed well, the only mishaps being a cracked front windscreen and a wobbly front wheel due to a couple of wheel nuts coming loose.  Jack may give next year’s event a miss but the 2005/6 run will take place only 100 miles from his home so he will probably join the group again.  In the meantime only short local runs are planned, at least until the foam rubber is fitted.
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